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SEC. 300. - ENUMERATION.  

The elect ive o f f icers o f  t he Cit y shall be a m ayor  and  seven Councilm em bers. The 

Council shall consist  o f  seven Councilm em bers, each o f  w hom  shall have t he r ight  t o  

vo t e on all m at t ers com ing  bef ore t he Council.  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1993 Gener al Mun icipal Elect ion , Ap r il 27, 1993.) 

SEC. 301. - MANNER OF ELECTION.  

The Mayor  shall be elect ed  f rom  t he Cit y at  large at  t he t im es and  in t he m anner  

p rovided  in  t h is Char t er . The Councilm em bers shall be elect ed  by d ist r ict  at  t he t im es 

and  in  t he m anner  p rovided  in t h is Char t er.  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1980 Sp ecial Mun icipal Elect ion, June 3, 1980.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 

SEC. 302. - DESIGNATION OF COUNCILMEMBERS FOR ELECTION.  

As t o  t he councilm em bers t here shall be deem ed  t o  be seven separat e o f f ices t o  be 

f i lled , one o f  w h ich  shall be designat ed as councilm em ber Num ber  One, anot her  as 

Councilm em ber Num ber  Tw o, anot her  as Councilm em ber Num ber Three, anot her  as 

Councilm em ber Num ber  Fou r , anot her  as Councilm em ber  Num ber Five, anot her  as 

Councilm em ber Num ber Six, and  anot her  as Councilm em ber Num ber Seven. No 

cand idat e shall f i le f o r  m ore t han one elect ive o f f ice. Such designat ion  shall be used on  

all nom inat ion  papers, cer t if icat es o f  elect ion  and  all elect ion  papers ref er r ing  t o  t he 

o f f ice.  
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(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1980 Sp ecial Mun icipal Elect ion, June 3, 1980.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1993 Gener al Mun icipal Elect ion , Ap r il 27, 1993.) 

SEC. 303. - TERM OF OFFICE.  

(a) Excep t  as o t herw ise p rovided  in  t h is Char t er , t he t erm s o f  elect ive o f f ices shall be f o r  

f our  years.  

(b ) In 1981 and  every f our t h  year  t hereaf t er , t he o f f ices o f  Councilm em bers designat ed  

as Num ber Tw o, Num ber Four and  Num ber  Six and t he o f f ice o f  Mayor  shall be f illed  at  

t he general m unicipal elect ion  held  in  May, or  at  such o t her  t im e as p rovided  by t h is 

Char t er . In 1983 and  every f our t h year t hereaf t er , t he o f f ices o f  Councilm em bers 

designat ed as Num ber  One, Num ber  Three, and  Num ber Five shall be f illed  at  t he 

general m unicipal elect ion  held  in  May, or  at  such o t her  t im e as p rovided  by t h is 

Char t er .  

(c) Beginn ing in  1995, each elect ed  o f f icer  shall t ake o f f ice  on t he f ir st  Tuesday 

f o llow ing t he f ir st  Monday in  January o f  t he odd -num bered  year  f o llow ing his or  her  

elect ion  t o  o f f ice excep t  ion  t he case o f  special elect ions in  w h ich  t he person elect ed  

shall t ake o f f ice upon t he cer t if icat ion  o f  elect ion  result s. Incum bent s shall ho ld  o f f ice 

unt i l t heir  successors are elect ed  and  qualif ied .  

(d ) Councilm em bers designat ed  as Num ber 1, Num ber  3, and  Num ber  5 elect ed  t o  o f f ice 

in  1991 shall serve in  o f f ice unt i l t he f ir st  Tuesday f o llow ing t he f ir st  Monday in  January 

o f  1995.  

(e) Councilm em bers designat ed  as Num ber 1, Num ber  3, and Num ber 5 elect ed  t o  o f f ice 

in  1994 shall com m ence t heir  t erm s in o f f ice on t he f ir st  Tuesday f o llow ing t he f ir st  

Monday in  January o f  1995.  

(f ) Councilm em bers designat ed  as Num ber  2, Num ber  4, and  Num ber  6 and  t he Mayor  

elect ed  t o  o f f ice in  1993 shall serve in  o f f ice unt il t he f ir st  Tuesday f o llow ing t he f ir st  

Monday in  January o f  1997.  

(g) Councilm em bers designat ed  as Num ber  2, Num ber  4, and  Num ber  6 and t he Mayor  

elect ed t o  o f f ice in 1996 shall com m ence t heir  t erm s in o f f ice on t he f ir st  Tuesday 

f o llow ing t he f ir st  Monday in  January o f  1997.  

(h ) The in it ial t erm  f or Councilm em ber designat ed as Num ber 7 shall com m ence on t he 

f ir st  Tuesday f o llow ing t he f ir st  Monday in  January 1997 and  end  on t he f ir st  Tuesday 

f o llow ing t he f ir st  Monday in  January 1999. Thereaf t er , t he t erm  o f  Councilm em ber  

designat ed  as Num ber 7 shall com m ence and  end at  t he sam e t im e as t he t erm s o f  

Councilm em bers designat ed  as Num bers 1, 3, and  5.  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1975 Gener al Mun icipal Elect ion .) 
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(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1980 Sp ecial Mun icipal Elect ion, June 3, 1980.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1993 Pr im ar y Elect ion , Mar ch  2, 1993.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1993 Gener al Mun icipal Elect ion , Ap r il 27, 1993.) 

SEC. 303.1. - LIMITATION OF TERMS OF OFFICE.  

No person elect ed  t o  t he o f f ice o f  Councilm em ber  or  Mayor  f o r  t w o successive t erm s 

shall again  be eligib le t o  ho ld  t hat  sam e of f ice unt i l one f u ll t erm  has in t ervened . Th is 

lim it at ion  app lies t o  t erm s t o  w h ich  persons had  been elect ed  or  appo in t ed  af t er  May, 

1985.  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1992 Gener al Elect ion , Novem ber  3, 1992.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1996 Conso lid at ed  Gener al Elect ion , Novem b er  5, 1996.) 

SEC. 304. - ELIGIBILITY, CITY RESIDENCE.  

No person shall be elig ib le t o  ho ld  an elect ive o f f ice un less t hat  person is, and  has been  

f or  a per iod  o f  at  least  t h ir t y days im m ed iat ely p reced ing t he f iling o f  nom inat ion  

papers f o r  such o f f ice or  appo in t m ent  t o such o f f ice, a resident  o f  t he Cit y, and  unless 

t hat  person is, and  has been at  t he t im e o f  assum ing such o f f ice, an  elect or  o f  t he Cit y.  

(Am end m ent  r at if ied  1969 General Mun icipal Elect ion ; app roved , Assem b ly Concurr en t  Reso lut ion No . 

172, f iled  w it h  Secret ar y o f  St at e on  June 12, 1969, Res. Ch . 197, St at . 1969.)  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1973 Gener al Mun icipal Elect ion .) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1977 Sp ecial Mun icipal Elect ion, May 31, 1977.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 

SEC. 304.1. - ELIGIBILITY, DISTRICT RESIDENCE.  

Com m encing w it h  t he 1981 general m unicipal elect ion , no  person shall be eligib le t o  

ho ld  elect ive o f f ice as a Councilm em ber un less t hat  person is, and  has been f or  a per iod  

o f  at  least  t h ir t y days im m ed iat ely p reced ing t he f i ling  o f  nom inat ion  papers f o r  such  

o f f ice or  appo in t m ent  t o  such o f f ice, a resident  w it h in  t he Council d ist r ict  

cor respond ing in  num ber  t o  t he o f f ice t o  w h ich  t hat  person is elect ed or  appo in t ed . 

Each Councilm em ber  shall, d ur ing  t hat  Councilm em ber 's t erm  o f  o f f ice, reside w it h in  

such Council d ist r ict . The boundar ies o f  such d ist r ict s shall be det erm ined by t he 

Council b y ord inance and  shall be redet erm ined by t he Council, b y ord inance adop t ed  

not  lat er  t han one hund red and  t w ent y days f o llow ing t he pub licat ion  o f  each f ederal 

census t hereaf t er ; p rovided t hat  t he popu lat ion  d ispar it y bet w een d ist r ict s shall no t  

exceed  t en percent  at  t he t im e of  any such boundary det erm inat ion  or  

redet erm inat ion , and no boundary shall be alt ered so as t o exclude any incum bent  

f rom  of f ice p r io r  t o  t he exp irat ion  o f  t hat  incum bent 's t erm .  
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(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1977 Sp ecial Mun icipal Elect ion, May 31, 1977.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1980 Sp ecial Mun icipal Elect ion, June 3, 1980.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 

SEC. 305. - VACANCIES.  

(a) An elect ive o f f ice becom es vacant  w hen t he incum bent  t hereof  d ies, resigns, is 

rem oved  f rom  of f ice under recall p roceed ings, is ad judged  insane, is convict ed  o f  a 

f elony or  o f  an  o f f ense invo lving  a vio lat ion  o f  h is or  her  dut ies, ceases t o  be a resident  

o f  t he Cit y or  t he d ist r ict  cor respond ing in num ber t o t he o f f ice t o w h ich he or  she w as 

elect ed , neg lect s t o  qualif y w it h in  t he t im e p rescr ibed  by t he p rovisions o f  t h is Char t er , 

is absent  f rom  t he St at e w it hout  leave f or  m ore t han sixt y consecut ive days, o r  f ails t he 

at t end  t he m eet ings o f  t he body o f  w h ich  he or  she is a m em ber  f o r  a like per iod  

w it hout  being excused  t heref rom  by such bo dy.  

(b ) The Council shall declare t he exist ence o f  any vacancy excep t  vacancy caused  by 

deat h  or  resignat ion . Such declarat ion  shall be a f inal det erm inat ion  o f  t he exist ence o f  

t he vacancy un less a cour t  review  is sought  w it hin  t h ir t y days af t er  such dec larat ion .  

(c) A resignat ion  is ef f ect ive w hen received  by t he Cit y Clerk un less a d if f erent  t im e is 

st at ed  in  t he resignat ion .  

(d ) A vacancy in  an elect ed  o f f ice shall be f iled  as f o llow s:  

(1) A vacancy in  t he o f f ice o f  a Councilm em ber  m ay be f i lled  by appo in t m ent  by t he 

Council i f :  

(i) The Council declares t he exist ence o f  t he vacancy or  t he incum bent  d ies or  

resigns in  t he f inal year  o f  t he t erm , and  

(i i) The appo in t m ent  is m ade w it h in  t hir t y days af t er  t he Council declares t he 

exist ence o f  t he vacan cy or  t he incum bent  d ies or resigns.  

(2) Any vacancy in  t he o f f ice o f  a Councilm em ber  not  f i lled  pursuant  t o  paragraph 

(1) shall be f i lled  by a special elect ion  t o  be held  not  sooner  t han n inet y days af t er  

t he Council calls such elect ion  nor lat er  t han t he next  regular  elect ion  dat e af t er  

t he exp irat ion  o f  such n inet y days.  

(3) In  t he event  o f  a vacancy in  t he o f f ice o f  Mayor , t he Council shall appo in t  t he 

Mayor  Pro  Tem pore as Mayor  f o r  t he per iod  o f  t im e f rom  t he dat e o f  appo in t m ent  

t o  t he dat e t he new ly elect ed  Mayor  assum es o f f ice and  t he Council shall call a 

special elect ion  f o r  f illing t he vacancy, w h ich  elect ion  shall be called  w it h in  t hir t y 

days af t er  such vacancy occurs, p rovided  t hat  if  such vacancy occurs w it h in  one 

hund red  t w ent y days, bu t  no t  less t han eight y -eight  days f rom  t he dat e o f  a 

m unicipal p r im ary nom inat ing  elect ion at  w h ich  t he o f f ice o f  m ayor w ould  

regular ly be f illed , t he Cit y Council shall no t  cause a special elect ion  t o  be held  t o  f ill 
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t he vacancy but  said  vacancy shall be f i lled  as par t  o f  t he regular  elect ion  p rocess. If  

elect ed  by a specially called  elect ion  pursuant  t o  t h is subsect ion  (305)(d), t he Mayor  

so  elect ed  shall serve f o r  t he rem ainder  o f  t he unexp ired t erm  o f  t he Mayor  w hose 

vacat ion  o f  t he o f f ice has caused  t he special elect ion  t o  be held .  

(e) Any person appo in t ed  or  elect ed  t o  f ill a vacancy shall serve f o r  t he rem ainder  

o f  any unexp ired  t erm  and  unt i l h is or  her  successor  qualif ies. If  a person 

appo in t ed  t o  f i ll a vacancy is a cand idat e f o r  t he sam e o f f ice w h ich  he or she t hen 

ho lds, t he designat ion  un der  t he cand idat e's nam e on t he ballo t  m ay be t he w ords 

"appo in t ed  incum bent " o r  m ay be w ords designat ing t he p ro f ession, vacat ion , o r  

occupat ion  o f  t he cand idat e.  

(f ) If  t he Council f ails eit her t o f i ll a vacancy by appo in t m ent  or  t o call a special 

elect ion  w it h in  t h ir t y days af t er  t he incum bent  d ies, o r  h is or  her  resignat ion  is 

ef f ect ive, o r  t he declarat ion  o f  t he exist ence o f  t he vacancy becom es f inal, t he 

salary or  o t her  com pensat ion  o f  each m em ber  o f  t he Council shall cease unt i l t he 

Council calls such special elect ion .  

(g) At  any special elect ion  called  t o f ill a council o r  m ayoral vacancy, t he cand idat e 

receiving  t he m ajor it y o f  vo t es cast  shall succeed  t o  t he vacat ed  o f f ice f o r  t he 

unexp ired t erm  upon cer t if icat ion o f  t he elect ion  resu lt s. If  no cand idat e receives a 

m ajor it y o f  vo t es cast , Council shall call anot her  special elect ion w it h in t h ir t y days 

o f  t he cer t if icat ion o f  t he elect ion  result s and  t he t w o cand idat es receiving t he 

m ost  vo t es shall be p laced  on t hat  special elect ion  ballo t .  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1975 Gener al Mun icipal Elect ion .) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1977 Sp ecial Mun icipal Elect ion, May 31, 1977.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1993 Gener al Mun icipal Elect ion , Ap r il 27, 1993.) 

SEC. 306. - HOLDING OF OTHER OFFICE.  

No elect ive o f f icer  shall ho ld  any o t her  m unicipal o f f ice or  ho ld  any o f f ice or  

em p loym ent  t he com pensat ion  o f  w h ich  is paid  out  o f  m unicipal m oneys; nor  be 

elect ed  or  appo in t ed  t o  any o f f ice creat ed  or  t he com pensat ion  o f  w h ich  is increased  

by t he Council, w h ile a m em ber  t hereof , un t i l one year  af t er  t he exp irat ion  o f  t he t erm  

f or  w h ich  t hat  person w as elect ed .  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 

SEC. 308. - COMPENSATION OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS.  

(a) The Council shall est ab lish  by ord inance t he com pensat ion  o f  t he elect ive o f f icers o f  

t he Cit y.  

(b ) Once t he com pensat ion  o f  elect ive o f f icers is f ixed  pursuant  t o subsect ion (a) o f  t h is 
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sect ion , t he com pensat ion  o f  an  elect ive o f f icer  shall no t  t hereaf t er  be increased or  

d im in ished  dur ing t hat  elect ive o f f icer 's t erm  o f  o f f ice.  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1980 Sp ecial Mun icipal Elect ion, June  3, 1980.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1980.) 

SEC. 309. - OFF-YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS PROHIBITION.  

No m ayoral cand idat e, Council cand idat e, o r  any com m it t ee cont ro lled  by such person  

shall so licit  o r  accep t  any cont r ibu t ion  in  suppor t  o f  such cand idat e's elect ion  p r io r  t o  

t he dat e f ixed  by law  f or  t he f iling o f  nom inat ion  papers w it h  respect  t o  such ele ct ion , 

o r  f o llow ing t he year  in  w h ich  such elect ion  is held .  

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1993 Pr im ar y Elect ion , Mar ch  2, 1993.) 

(Am end m ent  rat if ied  1988 Pr im ar y Elect ion , June 7, 1988.) 


